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Letter From The Board 
 
New York 2003 
 
Dear Facilitators, 
  
As residents of New York City, the events of September 11, 2001 felt especially personal. 
Following the tragedy, we tried to move on by losing ourselves in our daily routines. At the same 
time, the government of the United States implemented policy changes designed to prevent 
future attacks and bring about a stronger sense of security. Soon however, we realized that 
some of these changes put everyone in the United States at risk of losing their constitutionally 
guaranteed civil liberties and freedoms. We also understood that members of the Arab 
American, South Asian American, and Muslim American communities (people descended from 
the same part of the world and/or sharing the same religion as the 9/11 hijackers) would be the 
first to experience these policy changes, and most likely in their harshest forms.   
 
When we started at the Youth Views Project at P.O.V., none of us imagined we would have the 
opportunity to build on such an extraordinary film to address such a critical issue. But during the 
process of selecting a P.O.V. film to focus on during the year, Eric Paul Fournier's Of Civil 
Rights and Wrongs: the Fred Korematsu Story really stood out for us. Mr. Korematsu’s 
experience with the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II seemed to have so 
many parallels with current wartime security responses, such as special registrations and 
indefinite immigrant detention. We wanted to relive the past and take another look at the critical 
actions of those who came before us so that we can better fight the injustices of the present.  
 
From our experiences in organizing, we understand that when the rights of one community are 
ignored, such discrimination ultimately has an impact on all Americans' rights. The story of Fred 
Korematsu exemplifies this truth, and also acknowledges the significant contributions of Asian 
Americans to the protection of civil rights. As it is says in the film, we are never more American 
than when we are challenging America's promise. 
 
We hope that the film will inspire people around the country to take action, whether it be to hold 
film screenings, discussions, dialogues, protests, or to simply speak out and stand up for their 
own rights and the rights of their neighbors. We also hope you will use this guide to educate 
people about a crucial civil rights figure, and to bridge understanding among generations and 
communities in our increasingly globalized world. 
 
Best, 
 
Tracyann Cummings              Frank Mok                Jennifer Tan         
 
 
 
Tracyann Cummings was born in Harlem and grew up in the Bronx. A student at the Borough of Manhattan Community College, she 
has been working with Project Reach, youth and adult-run, multiracial, community-based counseling, advocacy and youth 
organizing training center; for over four years, first as a participant and now as a member of the youth staff. 
 
Frank Mok is a Chinese American from Bensonhurst Brooklyn, New York. He has worked as an educator and organizer with the 
Asian & Pacific Islander Coalition on HIV/AIDS, the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network and Public Allies New York.  
 
Jennifer Tan has been a member of the youth staff at Project Reach where she has designed and implemented the Youth Training 
Youth Summer Institute, facilitated anti-discrimination workshops, and organized with Project Reach's Womyn's Space and the 
Positive Youth Project. Jennifer grew up in Astoria, Queens and attends New York University.  
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Do we really need to relearn the lessons of Japanese American internment? 
By Fred Korematsu, September 16, 2004 
  
In 1942, I was arrested and convicted for being a Japanese American trying to live here in the 
Bay Area. The day after my arrest a newspaper headline declared, "Jap Spy Arrested in San 
Leandro."  

Of course, I was no spy. The government never charged me with being a spy. I was a U.S. 
citizen born and raised in Oakland. I even tried to enlist in the Coast Guard (they didn't take me 
because of my race). But my citizenship and my loyalty did not matter to the federal 
government. On Feb. 19, 1942, anyone of Japanese heritage was ordered excluded from the 
West Coast. I was charged and convicted of being a Japanese American living in an area in 
which all people of my ancestry had been ordered to be interned.  

I fought my conviction at that time. My case went to the U.S. Supreme Court, but in 1944 my 
efforts to seek protection under the Constitution were rejected.  

After I was released in 1945, my criminal record continued to affect my life. It was hard to find 
work. I was considered to be a criminal. It took almost 40 years and the efforts of many people 
to reopen my case. In 1983, a federal court judge found that the government had hidden 
evidence and lied to the Supreme Court during my appeal. The judge found that Japanese 
Americans were not the threat that the government publicly claimed. My criminal record was 
removed.  

As my case was being reconsidered by the courts, again as a result of the efforts of many 
people across the country, Congress created a commission to study the exclusion and 
incarceration of Japanese Americans. The commission found that no Japanese American had 
been involved in espionage or sabotage and that no military necessity existed to imprison us. 
Based on the commission's findings and of military historians who reconsidered the original 
records from the war, Congress passed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, declaring that the 
internment of Japanese Americans was unjustified. Finally, it seemed that the burden of being 
accused of being an "enemy race" had been lifted from our shoulders.  

But now the old accusations are back. Fox News media personality Michelle Malkin claims that 
some Japanese Americans were spies during World War II. Based upon her suspicions, Malkin 
claims the internment of all Japanese Americans was not such a bad idea after all. She goes on 
to claim that racial profiling of Arab Americans today is justified by the need to fight terrorism. 
According to Malkin, it is OK to take away an entire ethnic group's civil rights because some 
individuals are suspect. Malkin argues for reviving the old notion of guilt by association.  

It is painful to see reopened for serious debate the question of whether the government was 
justified in imprisoning Japanese Americans during World War II. It was my hope that my case 
and the cases of other Japanese American internees would be remembered for the dangers of 
racial and ethnic scapegoating.  

Fears and prejudices directed against minority communities are too easy to evoke and 
exaggerate, often to serve the political agendas of those who promote those fears. I know what 
it is like to be at the other end of such scapegoating and how difficult it is to clear one's name 
after unjustified suspicions are endorsed as fact by the government. If someone is a spy or 
terrorist they should be prosecuted for their actions. But no one should ever be locked away 
simply because they share the same race, ethnicity, or religion as a spy or terrorist. If that 
principle was not learned from the internment of Japanese Americans, then these are very 
dangerous times for our democracy.  
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Introduction 
 
Welcome! The Of Civil Wrongs and Rights: The Fred Korematsu Story Youth Outreach 
Toolkit focuses on involving young people in the creation of screening events where critical 
dialogues and civic response can succeed under youth leadership and initiative. We are excited 
to have your participation in P.O.V.’s Youth Views program, and hope to continue creating more 
youth outreach toolkits for other P.O.V. programs with your input.     
 
The Goals of the Of Civil Wrongs and Rights: The Fred Korematsu Story Youth Outreach 
Toolkit Are To… 
 

Support youth by… 
 
encouraging the development of critical thinking, media literacy, community organizing, peer 
support, personal expression, leadership, coalition building, and solution seeking through 
the organizing and execution of a community-based screening event for Of Civil Wrongs and 
Rights: The Fred Korematsu Story 
  
presenting a vehicle for “breaking the ice” on topics raised in Of Civil Wrongs and Rights: 
The Fred Korematsu Story through screening the film in a safe context for dialogue with 
families and community members.  
 
providing documentary films to youth activists and youth community leaders as tools for 
education and outreach. Youth Views wants to offer support to young leaders who want to 
use documentaries as catalysts for action their communities. 

 
Support youth service providers by…  
 
assisting communities and institutions in mapping the assets and resources available for all 
youth. 
 
fostering coalition building among groups concerned about youth.  
 
highlighting available community resources. 
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How To Use This Toolkit 
 
Since you may start anyplace with this kit, here are descriptions of each section: 
 
• The Background Information provides the historical context of the film, an update on Fred 

Korematsu’s activities, details on the internment of Japanese Americans, a reference of 
people featured in the film, and a glossary.   

 
• The Step-By-Step Guide for Organizing a Screening Event includes questions, points, 

and tips to consider when planning your event. 
 
• The Discussion Questions section states the overall goal for a screening of the film and 

provides sample discussion questions. Please adapt these suggestions to your event’s 
needs or create your own screening goals. (If you do make any changes to the kit, please 
send us a copy, so we can credit you in the next version of the kit!) 

 
• The Taking Action materials outline suggested follow-up activities to get event participants 

involved to a greater degree with the issues presented in the film. 
 
• The Companion Materials and Resources listing can help save you time in locating 

additional materials related to the film’s key issues, the sample discussion questions, and 
the suggested follow-up activities in this toolkit.   

 
• The Acknowledgements section includes the production credits for this toolkit, as well as 

information on the Youth Views program, P.O.V., and the National Asian American 
Telecommunications Association (NAATA).  
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Background Information 
 
About the Film 
 
"If you look at Fred Korematsu, you see a very ordinary man who just wanted to be left alone, 
but who defied the United States government because he knew it [the government] was wrong," 
says John Tateishi, Executive Director of the Japanese American Citizens League. Of Civil 
Wrongs and Rights recounts the events that led a quiet, unassuming man to defy the United 
States government and wait almost 40 years to prove his innocence.  
 
Born in Oakland, California in 1919, Fred Korematsu is the son of Japanese immigrants. Until 
December 7, 1941, Korematsu had been living the life of a typical American man: He worked as 
a welder in the San Francisco shipyards, owned a convertible and was very much in love with 
his girlfriend. However, as he was enjoying a picnic with his girlfriend on the eve of December 7, 
news of the Pearl Harbor attack started pouring out of his radio. Although he didn't know it at the 
time, Korematsu's life would never be the same again.  
 
On February 19, 1942, President Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, which ordered the 
internment of all Japanese Americans. The Korematsu family was taken to Tanforan, a former 
racetrack south of San Francisco for processing. Korematsu decided to stay behind because he 
did not want to be separated from his Italian-American girlfriend.  
 
Korematsu refused to relinquish his freedom and tried to remain unnoticed, to no avail. On May 
30,1942, Korematsu was arrested and sent to join Tanforan. Later, all the detainees were 
transferred to the Topaz internment camp in Utah.  
 
Persuaded by Ernest Besig, then Executive Director of the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) of Northern California, Korematsu filed a case on June 12, 1942. The premise of the 
lawsuit was that Korematsu's constitutional rights had been violated and he had suffered racial 
discrimination. However, the court ruled against Korematsu and he was sentenced to 5 years 
probation. Determined to pursue his cause, Korematsu filed an appeal with Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals and, later, to the U.S. Supreme Court. However, in December 1944, the Supreme 
Court ruled against him, stating that Korematsu, "was not excluded from the military area 
because of hostility to him or his race."  
 
In Of Civil Wrongs and Rights, Korematsu says he felt that, "I'm an American and just as long as 
I'm in this country then I will keep on going and if there is a chance of reopening the case, I will 
do it." This chance came in the form of Peter Irons, a law professor, researching the internment 
for a book. Irons discovered long-forgotten documents that proved that the Justice Department 
had misrepresented the facts to the Supreme Court. He took this evidence to Fred Korematsu, 
and they both decided to re-open the case.  
 
Peter Irons then enlisted a legal team consisting mainly of Asian-American lawyers. Of Civil 
Wrongs and Rights is, in part, the story of these idealistic young lawyers and their own fight to 
end the discrimination that also touched the lives of their family and community members. Their 
efforts ultimately uncovered documents that clearly showed the government concealed 
evidence in the 1944 case that racism — not military necessity — motivated the internment 
order. More than 39 years after the fact, a federal judge reversed Fred Korematsu's conviction, 
acknowledging the "great wrong" done to him.  
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In 1998, Fred Korematsu was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom award, the nation's 
highest civilian honor. Former President Clinton praised Korematsu at the ceremony, stating 
that "In the long history of our country's constant search for justice, some names of ordinary 
citizens stands for millions of souls — Plessy, Brown, Parks. To that distinguished list today we 
add the name of Fred Korematsu." 
 
Update (July 2003) 
 
Nearing his 85th birthday, Fred Korematsu remains a tireless advocate for civil rights. 
Concerned about reports of harassment and possible illegal detentions in the wake of the 
September 11 tragedy, Fred continues to speak out against the backlash against Arab, Middle 
Eastern, and Muslim communities that have become the targets of discrimination and violence.  
 
"There are Arab-Americans today who are going through what Japanese Americans 
experienced years ago, and we can't let that happen again," says Korematsu. "I met someone 
years ago who had never heard about the roundup of Japanese-Americans. It's been 60 years 
since this [arrest] happened, and it's happening again, and that's why I continue to talk about 
what happened to me."  
 
Since the film's P.O.V. premiere broadcast, Fred and director Eric Paul Fournier have 
responded to numerous requests to show the film and speak at high schools, universities and 
law schools, as well as events and organizations that deal with issues of human rights, civil 
liberties, and racial profiling throughout the United States. They hope to widen the discussions 
of the lessons learned from the WWII internment of Japanese Americans and relate them to the 
events and policies that have unfolded in the wake of the 9/11 attacks.  
 
About The Internment of Japanese Americans 
 
On February 19, 1942, ten weeks after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed Executive Order #9066 (initiated by the War Department). The order set into motion the 
evacuation and mass incarceration of 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, half of whom 
were children. Most evacuees were U.S. citizens or legal permanent resident aliens living on the 
West Coast of the United States. Without due process of law, they were interned from 1942-
1945 in remote camps surrounded by armed guards and barbed wire. No Japanese American 
was ever convicted of sabotage or espionage during the War. 

One year later, on February 1, 1943, Roosevelt approved a War Department plan to create a 
military unit composed entirely of Japanese Americans, saying, "No loyal citizen of the United 
States should be denied the democratic right to exercise the responsibilities of his citizenship, 
regardless of his ancestry. Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry." 
The government started to draft interned Japanese Americans. In 1944, 85 Japanese 
Americans resisted the draft until their rights were first restored and their families released from 
internment. The government prosecuted them as criminals and the resistors were imprisoned 
for two years. 

Regarding lawsuits brought against the U.S. government during the War, the government was 
later found to have suppressed evidence that would have been in favor of the prosecuting 
Japanese Americans cases. The overturning of the Korematsu case in 1983 led the way for the 
Japanese American reparations movement.  

Congress passed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, wherein they issued an apology on behalf of 
the nation to Japanese Americans who had been interned during WWII. The Act also 
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acknowledged that the internment of Japanese Americans was both unjust and racially 
motivated. Some internees received a $20,000 check from the government as reparation for 
their losses. 

Later, under President Clinton’s instructions, the Secretary of the Interior developed 
recommendations to preserve existing internment sites and provide for their public 
interpretation. In this way, people can continue to learn lessons from this difficult period of 
American history and not forget what happened.  
 
People We Meet in Of Civil Wrongs and Rights 
 
Connected to the 1944 Case: Korematsu v. United States  
Roger Baldwin: Head of the national ACLU office in New York who threatened the ACLU of 
Northern California with ouster for countering the ACLU’s neutral position on the internment. 
 
Colonel Karl L. Bendetsen: The government lawyer who wrote the argument for the 
internment that General DeWitt presented to the War Department. He stated that because 
Japanese Americans belonged to an enemy race, their internment could be justified. 
 
Ernest Besig: Former Executive Director of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of 
Northern California (1934-71). Besig visited Korematsu at the County Jail in order to persuade 
him to be the test case that would challenge the government's discrimination against Japanese 
Americans. 
 
Wayne Collins: A volunteer attorney who was solicited by Ernie Besig to take on the 
Korematsu case and became the lead council. 
 
General John L. DeWitt: The Lieutenant General in charge of the West Coast of the United 
States who announced that Japanese Americans would be excluded from the region so that 
they couldn't give secret tips to the invaders if the invaders ever came. He claimed that, “there 
was some feeling that the West Coast might be invaded,” but this belief was unfounded. 
 
Edward Ennis: The head of the Justice Department team that was responsible for preparing 
information for the U.S. Supreme Court on the Korematsu and Hirabayashi cases (See 
Hirabayashi v. United States in the Glossary for more information on this case.) 
   
Charles Fahey: Solicitor General of the United States during the Korematsu trial. Fahey was 
meant to preside over the case and to supervise and conduct the government’s litigation in the 
Supreme Court. It was later proven that during the Korematsu case, Fahey was aware of 
evidence that vindicated Korematsu and knowingly allowed this evidence to be suppressed. 
 
John Frank: Clerk to Associate Supreme Court Justice Hugo L. Black. In the film, Frank says,  
“If the Supreme Court had known in 1942 and 3 what the whole world knows now, there never 
would have been a Korematsu case. The decision would not have been reached because it was 
based on pure race prejudice and not on military necessity at all.” 
 
Justices of the Supreme Court: In the case of Korematsu v. United States, Justices Douglas, 
Black, Stone, Frankfurter, Rutledge, and Reed upheld that the internment of Japanese 
Americans during WWII was not unconstitutional. Justices Roberts, Murphy and Jackson 
dissented. 
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Fred Korematsu: San Francisco Bay Area resident who challenged his 1944 conviction for 
failing to report for relocation during the internment of Japanese Americans during WWII. Thirty-
nine years after his initial trial, Korematsu was vindicated by having his conviction overturned by 
a federal court. 
 
Participants in the 1983 Coram Nobis Legal Case  
Coram Nobis Legal Team: Peter Irons (see listing below), Karen Kai, Dale Minami, Bob Rosky, 
and Donald K. Tamaki.  
 
Peter Irons: A law professor at the University of California, San Diego who uncovered 
documents that prove the Justice Department had misrepresented the facts to the Supreme 
Court in the 1944 Korematsu v. United States case. He took this evidence to Korematsu, and 
they both decided to re-open the case.  
 
Marilynn Hall Patel: United States District Judge who ruled in favor of Korematsu in the Coram 
Nobis case.  
 
Victor Stone: Lawyer for the U.S. government who argued against the Coram Nobis Case.  
 
Scholars and Experts  
Rose Elizabeth Bird: Chief Justice, California Supreme Court 1977-87 
 
Dorothy M. Ehrlich: Executive Director, ACLU of Northern California 
 
Martha Jimenez: Regional Council, Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund   
 
Tsuyako “Sox” Kitashima: National Coalition for Redress/Reparations (now the Nikkei for Civil 
Rights and Redress) 
 
Deborah K. Lim: Attorney 
 
Norman Y. Mineta: U.S Secretary of Transportation 
 
Eva Paterson: Executive Director, Bay Area Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights 
 
Robert Post: Professor of Law, University of California, Berkeley 
 
Rita Takahashi: Professor, San Francisco State University 
 
Ronald Takaki: Professor of Ethnic Studies, University of California, Berkeley 
 
John Tateishi: Executive Director of Japanese American Citizens League 



 10

Glossary  
 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
The ACLU works in courts, legislatures and communities to defend and preserve the individual 
rights and liberties guaranteed to every person in the United States by the Constitution. During 
the Korematsu trial, the ACLU did not, in fact, authorize any constitutional challenge to the 
internment; however, ACLU lawyer Ernest Besig took on Korematsu’s case regardless.   
 
Civil Liberties Act of 1988 
Through this act, Congress issued an apology on behalf of the U.S. to Japanese Americans 
who were interned during WWII. It also acknowledged that the internment was unjust and was, 
“motivated largely by racial prejudice, wartime hysteria, and a failure of political leadership.” In 
addition, it mandated that Congress pay each victim of internment $20,000 in reparations. 
Funds were also provided to educate the public about the internment in an effort to prevent 
anything like that from happening again. 
 
Civil Rights 
The term “civil rights” or “civil liberties” generally refers to those rights guaranteed to American 
citizens in the constitution and the Bill of Rights – life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.   
Although the constitution says that one’s civil rights are to be protected regardless of race, sex 
or creed, at times citizens or institutions have infringed upon these rights.   
 
Coram Nobis 
See Writ of Coram Nobis. 
 
Desert Storm 
Refers to the American military attack on Iraq in 1991. There was discussion at this time that if 
any American prisoners were taken in the war, then there would be a round-up of Iraqi’s in 
America as a trade-off of POW’s. People feared that what happened to Japanese Americans 
during WWII would happen to Iraqi Americans in 1991. 
 
Enemy Alien 
Term used to describe Japanese living in America, even Japanese American citizens, during 
WWII. While a number of Japanese American men had the term “enemy alien” written on their 
draft cards, they were still expected to fight for the American military.  
 
Espionage 
Defined as “the practice of spying or using spies to obtain information about the plans and 
activities especially of a foreign government or a competing company.”  Many Japanese 
Americans during WWII were suspected of being spies for the Japanese military. 
 
Executive Order 9066 
Executive Order 9066, signed by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt on February 19, 1942, 
was the instrument that allowed military commanders to designate areas "from which any or all 
persons may be excluded." Under this order all Japanese and Americans of Japanese ancestry 
were removed from western coastal regions of the U.S. to guarded camps in the interior. 
 
Ex Parte Mitsuye Endo 
In 1942, Mitsuye Endo, a young Japanese American woman was dismissed from her job and 
ordered to a detention center. Endo was a U.S. citizen and had a brother serving in the U.S. 
Army. She contested her detainment in court, and on December 18, 1944, the U.S. Supreme 
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Court ruled that the government could no longer detain loyal citizens against their will. This led 
to the opening of the West Coast for resettlement by Japanese Americans. 
 
Fourteenth Amendment 
Initially ratified in 1868, the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution provides for equal 
protection under the law to every citizen. 
 
Hirabayashi v. United States 
Gordon Hirabayashi, a second generation Japanese American, was a senior at the University of 
Washington. In 1943, he was arrested and convicted for violating General DeWitt's curfew order 
and for failing to register at a control center in preparation for departure to an "assembly" center.  
 
Institutionalized Racism  
Refers to racist ideals perpetrated and perpetuated by a social institution like the government.  
The internment of Japanese Americans during WWII can be seen as “institutionalized racism” 
because it was supported by the government and based on racist fears rather than credible 
security threats. 
 
Internment  
In this context, the forced imprisonment/incarceration of Japanese Americans in inhabitable and 
inhumane conditions during WWII. In 1942, the U.S. government imprisoned some 7,800 Bay 
Area residents of Japanese descent as potential saboteurs. 
 
Japanese American Citizen’s League 
The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) is a membership organization whose mission 
is to secure and maintain the human and civil rights of Americans of Japanese ancestry and 
others victimized by injustice.   
 
National Coalition for Redress/Reparations (currently Nikkei for Civil Rights and Redress) 
NCRR was founded in 1980 by Nikkei (Japanese Americans) from across the country. They 
held the firm belief that the community had to come together to fight for proper redress for what 
our government did to Nikkei during World War II. One of their stated goals was to work on 
overturning the wartime case against Fred Korematsu. 
 
Pardon 
In courtroom terms, a “pardon” means that, assuming that one has been justifiably convicted 
and is not challenging that conviction, the government is willing to forgive that person for their 
crime. The Department of Justice offered to give Korematsu a pardon in an effort to settle the 
1983 case, but the Korematsu response was, “It is Fred’s position that the government should 
be seeking a pardon from him.” 
 
Plessy v. Ferguson 
In 1892, this case challenged the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which guaranteed 
equal rights under the law. The U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling allowed for something to be 
“separate but equal,” thereby justifying segregation by race. The case indicates the state of law 
at the time the 1943 Korematsu case.  
 
Sabotage 
Defined as “destructive or obstructive action carried on by a civilian or enemy agent to hinder a 
nation's war effort.”  During WWII, Japanese Americans like Fred Korematsu were accused of 
“sabotage” and sent to internment camps. 
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Tanforan Assembly Center 
This temporary relocation camp was established in San Bruno, California in 1942 and could 
house 8,000 people. A former racetrack, the Tanforan Center detained Japanese American 
evacuees in primitive horse stalls. Korematsu was held at Tanforan before being moved to the 
Topaz Camp in Utah.   
 
U.S. Court of Appeals 
The 94 U.S. judicial districts are organized into 12 regional circuits, each of which has a United 
States court of appeals. A court of appeals hears appeals from the district courts located within 
its circuit, as well as appeals from decisions of federal administrative agencies. In addition, the 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit has nationwide jurisdiction to hear appeals in 
specialized cases, such as those involving patent laws and cases decided by the Court of 
International Trade and the Court of Federal Claims.  
 
U.S. Supreme Court 
The United States Supreme Court consists of the Chief Justice of the United States and eight 
associate justices. At its discretion, and within certain guidelines established by Congress, the 
Supreme Court each year hears a limited number of the cases it is asked to decide. Those 
cases may begin in the federal or state courts, and they usually involve important questions 
about the Constitution or federal law. 
 
Writ of Coram Nobis 
This legal term means that an error has been committed before the court and needs to be 
reversed or overturned. Fred Korematsu and his lawyers filed a petition for Writ of Coram Nobis 
when they sought to reopen his case. 
 
Yasui v. United States 
Minoru Yasui challenged the government’s curfew law for Japanese Americans when he walked 
up to a policeman at 11 pm on March 28, 1942 and demanded to be arrested. He then took his 
case to court on the grounds of racial discrimination. He was convicted, and in 1944, the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld his conviction, thus declaring that the government had appropriately 
used the war power provided in the Constitution. 
 
The “Yellow Peril” 
The term was first coined in the early 1800’s by white Americans who viewed new immigrants 
from Asian nations as foreigners with different (generally believed to be morally deviant and 
inferior) cultural practices whose presence threatened the stability and peace of the country.   
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Step-By-Step Guide:  
How To Organize A Screening Event  

 
This toolkit is flexible and can be tailored to your organization’s specific event goals. Consider 
the following when planning your event:  
 
1. Determine Your Objectives 
 To begin planning, you should call a meeting and ask participating staff, individuals, and 

organizations to identify their objectives and determine to what extent they can be involved. 
Possible objectives include: 

 
q Encourage dialogue among adults and children. 
q Raise awareness among adults, parents, educators and others. 
q Form new organizational alliances. 
q Make new contacts with the media and become a resource to which they will return. 
q Recruit new members through increased visibility. 

 
 
2. Reach Out 

q Fill out a P.O.V. online application form 
(http://www.pbs.org/pov/utils/povengagements.html#partners). Your immediate response 
will enable us to help support your event from our end!  

q Identify a Campaign Coordinator. Please give us the name and contact information on 
the application. 

q Formulate ideas about whom you want to take part in this event, including ages of 
the participants. 

q Contact other community organizations and briefly describe the event you would like 
them to help you host. 

q Create a list of community leaders or public officials whose participation you believe 
will be valuable to the event. 

 
 
3. Logistics 

q Decide on a date. Choose a time and location (approximately 90 minutes to 2 hours). 
Depending on how many community members you invite, you might need a large room. 
You will also need a TV monitor and VCR. 

q Choose a facilitator, preferably someone who is familiar with the issues and can create 
a friendly environment for open discussion and can generate meaningful dialogue about 
the issues raised by the film.  

 
 
4. Media Outreach (if applicable) 

q Send us a media contact list and your press release as soon as you have your press 
contacts set.  

q About four days prior to the event, contact the people to whom you sent press materials 
and encourage them to cover the event. Pitch the value of this unique screening and 
the importance of encouraging dialogue. 

q Prepare Press Kits for distribution on the night of your event, or to mail to those media 
contacts who cannot attend. The kits should include the press release, a flyer adapted to 
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your event, and general information about your organization. You can also include a 
photo slick if appropriate; call P.O.V. at 212.989.8121 for more information. 

 
 
5.  On The Day of Your Event 

q Confirm facilities, make sure the TV and VCR are running smoothly, and perhaps 
arrange for some snacks. Go over discussion points with your facilitator. Ask someone 
from your organization to take pictures. 

q If you expect a particularly large group of people, plan to break participants into 
groups for discussion following the screening of the film. 

q Pass around a sign-up sheet at the beginning, and an audience evaluation form at 
the end, so that you will be able to obtain written feedback and reconnect with 
participants after the event. 

q Reserve the last half hour of your event to strategize about follow-up activities. 
 
 
6. Follow-up Activities 
 We hope this project will serve to launch ongoing dialogue and activities in your community. 

There are follow-up activities listed within each of the Screening Goals in the Discussion 
Questions section of this toolkit. 
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Discussion Questions 
 
This toolkit was designed with the purpose of facilitating greater understanding of the history, 
concerns, and actions of communities targeted by the U.S. government during times of war.  
 
A number of questions to help facilitate a useful dialogue have been provided and organized by 
topic: 
 
Discussion Starters 
 

q Two months from now, what do you think you will remember about the film? Why? 
 

q If you could ask Fred Korematsu a question, what would you ask him and why? 
 

q What insights or new knowledge did you gain from this film? 
 

q If you called a friend to tell them what was this film was about, what would you say? 
 
What It Means To Be An American 
 

q Fred Korematsu said, “The truth is, if you're an Asian, people automatically think you 
don't belong in this country -- you're not an American.” Why do you think Fred feels this 
way? Do you agree with him? Do you believe other racial groups share his opinion? 
Explain and provide supporting evidence.   

 
Community Choices 
 

q How do you think the Japanese Americans should have responded to the government’s 
orders to evacuate and be interned? Discuss the pros and cons of cooperation and 
resistance in such a situation. What forms of protest have been used in other situations 
to protest the violation of civil rights? What choices do you think you would make if you 
found yourself in Korematsu’s situation? 

 
q Why did Korematsu’s actions alienate him from the Japanese American community? 

How did different members of the Japanese American community define and express 
their duties as loyal Americans? Do you think he is a positive role model? Are there 
people from your community who acted in a similar way and received the same 
responses? Explain. 

 
q What was the purpose of re-opening the Korematsu case? Coram Nobis lawyer Donald 

K. Tamaki said that while he was not paid to represent Korematsu, he would have paid 
to be on the team, and he thinks most of the other lawyers felt the same way. Why do 
you think this case was so personally important to Tamaki? 

 
q In 1944, Japanese Americans were allowed to return to the West Coast. By then, 

however, more than 100,000 Japanese Americans had lost their property. Some had lost 
their lives. Their whole community structure was now broken. At that point, what might 
have been done to help Japanese Americans have a smoother transition back into 
American society? 
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q How do policies of imprisonment (internment and detentions) and forced migration or 
deportation affect communities? What do communities lose? What can they do to 
recover? What can they never recover?  

 
q During wartime, why is it important for the government to clearly identify who “the 

enemy” is? What are the benefits and drawbacks of this practice?  
 
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 
  

q In your own words, how would you describe civil rights and civil liberties? Did you learn 
anything new about civil rights and civil liberties after watching this film? Explain.  

 
q According to the film, how were the civil rights of Japanese Americans community 

violated? Specifically, how was the 14th Amendment of the Constitution violated by the 
internment of Japanese Americans? 

 
q What are the differences between how the United States government and general public 

treated Japanese American communities before the Pearl Harbor attack and how they 
treated the community afterwards? What influenced these government policies and 
public opinion?  

 
q How would you describe the ideal balance between national security and civil liberties? 

What role do you think the U.S. Supreme Court should play during times of national 
crisis? 

 
q Why do you think the forces that advocated for internment and deportation were more 

powerful than the Japanese American community or its advocates? What are some 
ways to prevent a similar situation from happening again to another community?    

 
q Read this description of Justice Department activities in Korematsu v. United States 

provided by Coram Nobis lawyer Donald K. Tamaki:  
“There was a war going on within the Justice Department.  Edward Ennis, 
the lead counsel for the government was writing to a person by the name 
of John Burling and basically saying that every contention that the Army 
is making that Japanese Americans are engaging in spying is 
contradicted by our own reports from J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI, the 
Federal Communications Commission, Army Intelligence and Navy 
Intelligence.  And – he writes, ‘It occurs to me that if we don't disclose this 
to the Supreme Court that we're engaging in the suppression of 
evidence.” 

What happens to decision-making when false claims are made by sources perceived to 
be trustworthy? Why do you think the Supreme Court made the ruling it did in Korematsu 
v. United States when there wasn’t any evidence of Japanese American espionage? 
Should the Supreme Court second-guess executive and military actions during times of 
war? 

 
q What do you think the different verdicts for Fred Korematsu’s two cases say about the 

United State’s judicial and political systems? How do the verdicts in these cases impact 
civil rights today? Consider this quote from Judge Patel’s ruling in the Korematsu Coram 
Nobis case: 
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“Korematsu remains on the pages of our legal and political history ... As 
historical precedent it stands as a constant caution that in times of war or 
declared military necessity our institutions must be vigilant in protecting 
constitutional guarantees. It stands as a caution that in times of distress 
the shield of military necessity and national security must not be used to 
protect governmental actions from close scrutiny and accountability. It 
stands as a caution that in times of international hostility and antagonisms 
our institutions, legislative, executive and judicial, must be prepared to 
exercise their authority to protect all citizens from the petty fears and 
prejudices that are so easily aroused.” 

 
q How would you describe Fred Korematsu’s connection to the civil rights movement? Do 

the issues raised in the film affect your community? Explain.   
 

q Do you see any civil rights being infringed upon today? Explain. What can happen if the 
infringement of civil rights and liberties goes unchallenged? How can we challenge the 
loss of these rights? How is your community responding to the curtailing of civil rights 
and liberties? Do you think your community knows enough? What can you do to protect 
our civil rights and civil liberties? 

 
The Role of Media During Times of War 
 

q What role do you think the media should play during times of war? What impact does the 
media have on public opinion. Give examples. 

 
q Discuss some of the images from Hearst newspapers shown about eight minutes into 

the film. How would you describe these depictions of Japanese Americans during WWII? 
How do you think such media messages influenced public perceptions of Japanese 
Americans and their threat to national security? Why did certain media outlets promote 
these views? What do you think they hoped to accomplish? Do these views still exist in 
contemporary times? Explain. 

 
q How do stereotypes affect the dignity of a group people? What is the effect of these 

stereotypes on all of us? Do stereotypes make their subjects appear less human? If a 
community of people seems less human, how will others treat them? 

 
q Should the media play a role in protesting human rights violations during times of war? If 

so, how? 
 

q Since the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States, what media coverage do 
you recall about Arab and Muslim communities? How might such coverage influence 
public opinion about these groups of people? In what way might such coverage impact 
the quality of life of Muslims and Arab Americans in the United States? 

 
q How would you describe the media coverage about Homeland Security measures, such 

as the passage of the Patriot Act, racial profiling, and the conditions of people being 
arrested, detained and deported? Do you believe there is any bias in these media 
reports?  
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Connecting the Korematsu Case to Contemporary Issues 
 
Select one or more of the following quotations from the film and ask for reactions: 
 

“Even though Fred's conviction is no longer there, even though the Supreme Court 
opinions have been discredited by history, that principle is still there. The principle that 
you can single out people on the basis of their race, their ancestry, and punish them in 
some way for belonging to that race I think is the principle that is so dangerous, so 
subversive to our Constitution.” – Peter Irons, Professor of Law, University of California, 
San Diego 
 
“The significance of Korematsu v. the United States is that it stood for the principle, that 
without trial, without evidence, without charges of any kind, the government on the 
naked assertions of the Army alone could relocate and put in prison an entire racial 
group. Men and women, old and young, healthy and the infirmed, they did it all without 
any evidence, without any due process whatsoever. So, from that standpoint, it impacts 
every American.” – Donald K. Tamaki, Coram Nobis Legal Team    
 
“There was discussion that if any American prisoners were taken in the war, in Desert 
Storm, that there would be a round up of Iraqis as a trade-off of POW’s. And when you 
talk to members of Congress about that, they forget the fact that Iraqis living in the 
United States were here legally. That they were either American citizens or they were 
legal residents, but that seemed to make very little sense to them or it made very little 
difference to them, as it didn't in 1942.” – John Tateishi, Executive Director, Japanese 
American Citizens League 
 
“The way we do business, often in this country, is really to kind of round up the usual 
suspects when there is a time of crisis and to blame them. And the politics of 
scapegoating have enormous political currency.” – Dorothy M. Ehrlich, Executive 
Director, ACLU of Northern California 
 
“Two years ago I spoke at the University of Michigan and they built a new library there 
and we were going through there with a group of us and all of the sudden there was 
another group of students came from the other end about 15 of them and they 
surrounded me and said, "Fred, we appreciate what you've been doing."  And they gave 
me a certificate and it was the Arab students of Michigan.” – Fred Korematsu 
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Taking Action 
 
Here are some ways that audiences can continue to examine issues raised in the film.  
 
1. Continue learning about Asian American history.  
Here is a timeline of laws the United States government has passed in response to Asian 
immigrant communities. Audience members can study in groups or individually how the 
following laws affected communities and what impact these laws have today. (See the 
Companion Materials and Resources section of this guide for related information.)  
 

q Immigration law of 1790 (stipulated that only free whites could become naturalized 
citizens) 

q Foreign Miner’s Tax of 1852 (targeted Chinese) 
q 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution is passed in 1868 but excludes 

Asian immigrants for naturalization 
q San Francisco Laundry Ordinance of 1873 (targeted Chinese) 
q San Francisco Cubic Air Ordinance of 1873 (targeted Chinese) 
q California Anti-Miscegenation Law of 1880 prohibits whites from marrying a Negro, 

mulatto, or Mongolian 
q Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 
q Chinese immigration ban extended indefinitely in 1904 
q Gentleman’s Agreement of 1907 between the United States and Japan 
q California Asian Land Law of 1913 (targeted Japanese) 
q Immigration Act of 1917 bans immigration from all countries from the Asian Pacific 

Triangle (except for Japan and the Philippines) 
q Alien Land Law of 1920 (strengthens previous law against Japanese) 
q Immigration Act of 1924 bans immigration from Japan. 
q California Anti-Miscegenation Law amended in 1933 to prohibit whites from marrying 

Malays (Filipinos) also.  
q Tydings-McDuffe Act of 1934 (for Filipinos) 
q Repatriation Act of 1935 (for Filipinos) 
q Japanese American Internment ordered in 1942 
q Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 is repealed in 1943 
q War Brides Act of 1945 
q Japanese American Evacuation Claims Act of 1948 
q McCarran-Walter Act of 1952 (still limits the number of Asian immigrants) 
q Patriot Act of 2001 (includes provisions that impact South Asian and Muslim 

communities) 
 
2. Seek connections between history and the present.  

q Fred Korematsu has been speaking out against the detentions of Arab Americans, South 
Asians and Muslim Americans since 9/11. Do you agree that there are similarities 
between what the Japanese Americans faced during World War II and what Arab 
Americans, South Asians, and Muslim Americans are facing today during the so-called 
“War on Terrorism?” Explain.  

 
q On February 4, 2003, when responding to a question about Arab internment raised by a 

radio listener, Representative Howard Coble (R-North Carolina), Chair of the 
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism and Homeland Security, stated that he agreed with 
the Japanese Internment during WWII because, "We were at war. They (Japanese-
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Americans) were an endangered species. For many of these Japanese-Americans, it 
wasn't safe for them to be on the street,” and that, "Some probably were intent on doing 
harm to us." Source: JACL press release (http://www.jacl.org/current_prs/030205.html). 

 
q What can and should be done to educate Americans about present-day civil rights 

violations and racist attitudes, as well as to safeguard the civil rights of all communities 
in the U.S? 

 
3. Examine what it means to be a responsible citizen.  
How do the following quotes from the film represent different interpretations of how to be a 
responsible citizen? Share and discuss with the group.  
 

“…Fred Korematsu had to make his decision, okay, not to cooperate because he was 
saying, I, as an American, am entitled to equality.” – Ronald Takaki, Professor of Ethnic 
Studies, University of California, Berkley   
 
“The Japanese American Citizens League issued a policy directive out of the national 
headquarters stating clearly and unequivocally that they were unalterably opposed to 
testing the constitutionality of the military regulations at that time (during WWII). The 
memo issued …was very strong in its criticism of people who would dare to violate 
military regulations and try to test the constitutionality in court.” – Deborah K. Lim, 
Attorney   
 
“It was the opportunity to go back and recreate history, a history that had a personal 
impact on my family.” – Dale Minami, Lawyer in the Korematsu Coram Nobis case  

 
Have discussion participants suggest guidelines for how best to respond when one’s civil rights 
are being violated. 
 
4. Become involved in defending civil rights.  
What civil rights victories or violations do you feel strongly about? How do they affect you? What 
influences your choice to respond or not respond? Are other members of your community 
addressing civil rights issues? If so, how? How do you feel about their efforts? How can you 
become involved in defending civil rights? Develop a list of goals with your group to support civil 
rights. Divide this list into priorities that can be achieved in 6 months, 12 months and 18 months. 
Who are the stakeholders? Who needs to be at the table? What can be achieved as individuals, 
a group of individuals, and/or as a community? Create an action plan for participants to work on 
after the screening event. 
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Companion Materials And Resources 
 
Film Resources 
 
P.O.V.’s Of Civil Wrongs and Rights: The Fred Korematsu Story Web site 
http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2001/ofcivilwrongsandrights/index.html 
 
To purchase or rent Of Civil Wrongs and Rights: The Fred Korematsu Story: 
NAATA Film Library 
22-D Hollywood Avenue 
Hohokus, NJ 07423  
phone: 1-800-343-5540  
fax: 201-652-1973  
http://www.naatanet.org/shopnaata/ 
  
Japanese American Internment  
 
Ansel Adams’ Photographs of Japanese-American Internment at Manzanar 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aamhtml/aamhome.html 
This image collection features 209 photographs from renowned photographer Ansel Adams’ 
visit to the Manzanar War Relocation Center in California in 1943.  
  
Civil Liberties Public Education Fund Network  
http://www.momomedia.com/CLPEF/index.html 
This organization is dedicated to providing information and resources to help educate the public 
on issues related to the wartime incarceration of Americans of Japanese ancestry. 
 
Densho: The Japanese American Legacy Project  
http://www.densho.org/ 
This Web site includes irreplaceable first-hand accounts of Japanese Americans incarcerated 
during World War II, historical images, related interviews, and teacher resources. 
 
Exploring Japanese American Internment through Film and Media 
http://www.jainternment.org/ 
This resource utilizes a rich collection of video clips as a starting point for examining the many 
aspects and implications of the Japanese American internment. 
 
Japanese American National Museum 
http://www.janm.org/main.htm 
This museum features a vast collection of images, film footage (including shots of the 
internment camp at Topaz, Utah), artifacts, art, documents, photographic images, and oral 
histories.  
 
Korematsu v. United States  
http://www.tourolaw.edu/patch/Korematsu/ 
This resource is a transcript of the opinion of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
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Masumi Hayashi’s Photography 
http://www.csuohio.edu/art_photos/ 
This professor’s Web site includes a collection of personal photographs from internment camp 
survivors, photos of the remnants of internment camp sites, and interview transcripts.  
 
“To Undo a Mistake is Always Harder Than Not to Create One Originally” 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/anthropology74/ce2.htm 
This essay is a draft of an article that had been written for Collier's Magazine by Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Mrs. Roosevelt visited the Gila River Relocation Center in Arizona in 1943. 
 
Civil Rights & Civil Liberties  
 
American Civil Liberties Union  
http://www.aclu.org/ 
The ACLU Web site includes a mission statement, legislative updates, issue briefings, news 
alerts, and more. 
 
Bill of Rights Defense Campaign 
http://www.bordc.org/ 
This organization advocates taking an active role in the ongoing national debate about the USA 
PATRIOT Act and other anti-terrorism measures that impact civil liberties. 
 
Civil Liberties After September 11 
http://www.pluralism.org/resources/links/civil_liberties.php 
This directory features resources, statements, and articles related to civil liberties and 
government policies since September 11, 2001. 
 
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) 
http://www.jacl.org/ 
This organization seeks to secure and maintain the human and civil rights of Americans of 
Japanese ancestry and others victimized by injustice.  
 
National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium  
http://www.napalc.org/ 
This consortium works to advance the human and civil rights of Asian Americans through 
advocacy, public policy, public education, and litigation.  
 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights: Tolerance, Civil Rights and Justice in Wake of 
September 11 Tragedies 
http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/tragedy/main.htm 
This organization investigates civil rights complaints, studies laws and judicial decisions to 
identify cases of discrimination or a denial of equal protection of the laws, and more. 
 
Suggested Readings 
 
Nonfiction on Asian American History  
Takagi, Ronald. Strangers from a Different Shore. Back Bay Books: 1998  
Zia, Helen. Asian American Dreams: The Emergence of an American People. New York Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux: 2001 
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Fiction on the Japanese American Internment 
q Ehrlich, Gretel. Heart Mountain. New York: Penguin; 1989. 
q Kogawa, Joy. Obasan. Garden City: Anchor; 1994. 
q Okada, John. The No-No Boy. University of Washington Press; 1980. 
q Rizzuto, Rahna Reiko. Why She Left Us. New York: HarperCollins; 1999.  
q Settle, Mary Lee. Choices. New York: Harvest Books; 1996.  

 
Nonfiction on the Japanese American Internment  

q Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians. Personal Justice 
Denied: Report of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians. 
Seattle: University of Washington Press; 1997.  

q Connell, Thomas. America's Japanese Hostages: Peruvian Japanese in the United 
States During World War Two. West Port: Praeger Publishers; 2002.  

q Daniels, Roger. Concentration Camps: North America; Japanese in the United States 
and Canada During World War II. Malabar: Krieger Publishing; 1993.  

q Hatamiya, Leslie T. Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans and the Passage of the Civil 
Liberties Act of 1988. Stanford: Stanford University Press; 1993. 

q Higa, Karen. The View From Within: Japanese American Art From the Internment 
Camps, 1942-1945. Los Angeles: Japanese American National Museum; 1994.   

q Irons, Peter H. ed. Justice Delayed: The Record of the Japanese American Internment 
Cases. Middletown: Wesleyan University Press; 1989.  

q Miyakawa, Edward. Tule Lake. Waldport: House by the Sea Pub Co; 1979. 
q Muller, Eric L., and Inouye, Daniel K. Free to Die for Their Country: The Story of the 

Japanese American Draft Resisters in World War II. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press; 2001.  

q Tateishi, John, ed. And Justice for All: An Oral History of the Japanese American 
Detention Camps. 1984. Seattle: University of Washington Press; 1999.  

q Odo, Franklin; Chan, Sucheng; and Palumbo-Liu, David, ed. No Sword to Bury: 
Japanese Americans in Hawai'i During World War II. Philadelphia: Temple University 
Press; 2003. 

q Sone, Monica. Nisei Daughter. 1953. Paperback ed., Seattle: University of Washington 
Press; 1979. 

q Yamamoto, Eric K.; Chon, Margaret; Izumi, Carol L.; Kang, Jerry; and Wu, Frank H. 
Race, Rights and Reparation: Law and the Japanese American Internment. 
Gaithersburg: Aspen Law & Business; 2001.  

 
Nonfiction on the Civil Rights and Civil Liberties  

q Close Up Foundation. The Bill of Rights: A User's Guide. 4th ed. Close Up Publishing; 
2004.  

q Ahmed, Nafeez Mosaddeq. The War on Freedom: How and Why America was Attacked, 
September 11, 2001. 3rd ed. Santa Barbara: Progressive Daily News; 2002. 

q Chang, Nancy. Silencing Political Dissent: How Post-September 11 Anti-Terrorism 
Measures Threaten Our Civil Liberties. New York: Seven Stories Press; 2002. 

q Chomsky, Noam. Umbrella of U.S. Power: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the Contradictions of U.S. Policy. 2nd ed. New York: Seven Stories Press; 2002. 

q Chomsky, Noam; Junkerman, John; and Masakazu, Takei. Power and Terror: Post 9-11 
Talks and Interviews. New York: Seven Stories Press; 2003. 

q Chomsky, Noam; Mitchell, Peter; and Schoeffel, John, ed. Understanding Power: The 
Indispensable Chomsky. New York: The New Press; 2002. 
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q Cole, David; Dempsey, James X.; and Goldberg, Carol E. Terrorism and the 
Constitution: Sacrificing Civil Liberties in the Name of National Security. 2nd ed. New 
York City: The New Press; 2002. 

q Feffer, John, ed., et al. Power Trip: U.S. Unilateralism and Global Strategy After 
September 11. New York: Seven Stories Press; 2003. 

q Grossberg, Lawrence; Nelson, Cary; and Treichler, Paula A., eds. Cultural Studies. New 
York: Routeledge; 1992.  

q Irons, Peter H., and Howard Zinn. A People's History of the Supreme Court. New York: 
Penguin; 2000. 

q Kennedy, C. In Our Defense. New York: Avon; 1992. 
q Newbold, Paul. Statistics for Business and Economics. 3rd ed. New Jersey: Prentice 

Hall; 1990. 
q Prashad, Vijay. The Karma of Brown Folk. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press; 

2001. 
q Yamamato, Hisaye. Seventeen Syllables and Other Stories. Piscataway: Rutgers 

University Press; 1998.   
q Zinn, Howard. Declarations of Independence. New York: Perennial Press; 1991. 
q Zinn, Howard, and Arnove, Anthony, eds. Terrorism and War (Open Media Pamphlet 

Series). New York: Seven Stories Press; 2002. 
 
Films 
 
Children of the Camps 
http://www.pbs.org/childofcamp/index.html 
Children of the Camps is a documentary that captures the experiences of six Americans of 
Japanese ancestry who were confined as innocent children to internment camps by the U.S. 
government during World War II. The film vividly portrays their personal journey to heal the deep 
wounds they suffered from this experience.  
 
The Color of Honor  
http://www.cetel.org/honor.html 
The Color of Honor portrays the complex variety of responses of Japanese American men 
during WWII.  
 
Conscience and the Constitution 
http://www.pbs.org/conscience 
This film tells the story of interned Japanese Americans who resisted being drafted to fight in 
WWII. They were ready to fight for their country, but not before the government restored their 
rights as U.S. citizens and released their families from camp.  
 
Days of Waiting  
http://www.farfilm.com/films/days/days.htm 
A documentary about artist Estelle Ishigo, one of the few Caucasians to be interned with 
110,000 Japanese Americans in 1942. When internment came, she refused to be separated 
from her Japanese American husband and lived with him for four years behind barbed wire in 
the desolate Heart Mountain camp in Wyoming.  
 
Rabbit in the Moon 
http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov1999/rabbitinthemoon/index.html 
Like many Japanese Americans released from WWII internment camps, the young Omori 
sisters did their best to erase the memories and scars of life under confinement. Fifty years later 
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filmmaker Emiko Omori asks her older sister and other detainees to reflect on the personal and 
political consequences of internment.  
 
Who’s Going to Pay for These Donuts Anyway? 
http://www.wmm.com/catalog/pages/c112.htm 
This film presents a collage of interviews, family photographs, archival footage and personal 
narration that documents Japanese American video artist Janice Tanaka’s search for her father 
after a 40-year separation. The two reunited when Tanaka found her father living in a halfway 
house for the mentally ill.  
 
Yuri Kochiyama: Passion for Justice 
http://www.naatanet.org/shopnaata/videos/title/Y/yurikochiyama.html 
Yuri Kochiyama's story begins with her internment as a young woman during World War II. Her 
story continues with her work on worldwide nuclear disarmament, the Japanese American 
Redress and Reparations Movement, and the International Political Prisoner Rights Movement.  
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About P.O.V.’s Youth Views 
 
P.O.V.'s Youth Views is a peer-led initiative, offering new models for working with youth and the 
media to encourage civic engagement that can be replicated by youth-serving and issue-based 
organizations across the country. Begun as a pilot project in 2000, Youth Views works with 
youth-run and youth-serving organizations, with a particular emphasis on groups working on 
behalf of communities of color and marginalized communities, with an emphasis on two primary 
areas of activity:  
 

• Nationally, we offer P.O.V. films and resource materials free-of-charge to youth-service 
organizations to organize screening and discussion events around issues presented in 
the films, to enhance their outreach efforts in their communities.  

 
• Locally in the New York City area, in addition to offering screenings, we work with youth 

leaders through the annual Youth Views Institute and Advisory Board to provide them 
with training and materials for using media as a tool in community organizing.  

 
In addition, Youth Views collaborates with the Advisory Board to select films from the P.O.V. 
archives and develop accompanying facilitation materials, which are made available to youth 
organizers nationwide through the Youth Views Library.  
 
Funding for Youth Views is provided by the Arthur M. Blank Foundation, the William T. Grant 
Foundation and the Open Society Institute’s Youth Initiatives Program. 
 
For more information about P.O.V.’s Youth Views, visit www.pbs.org/pov/youthviews.  
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About P.O.V. 
 
P.O.V. (a cinema term for ‘point of view’) is a division of American Documentary, Inc., a non-
profit multi-media company dedicated to creating, identifying, and presenting contemporary 
stories that express opinions and perspectives rarely featured in mainstream media. As 
television’s longest-running showcase for non-fiction film, P.O.V. has brought over 200 award-
winning films to millions nationwide, and now a new Web-only series, P.O.V.’s Borders. Since 
1988, P.O.V. has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach using independent non-fiction 
media to build new communities in conversation about today’s most pressing social issues. 

  
Major funding for P.O.V. is provided by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the New York State Council on the Arts, the Educational 
Foundation of America, PBS and public television viewers. Funding for P.O.V.’s Borders: 
Environment (www.pbs.org/pov/borders) is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 
Support for P.O.V. is provided by Starbucks Coffee Company. P.O.V. is presented by a 
consortium of public television stations including KCET/Los Angeles, WGBH/Boston, and 
WNET/New York. Cara Mertes is executive director of P.O.V. 
 
 
About NAATA 
 
Since 1980, the National Asian American Telecommunications Association (NAATA) has been 
at the forefront of bringing Asian Pacific American media to the American public.  NAATA was 
created to challenge the historical exclusion and counteract the distorted portrayals of Asian 
Pacific Americans in mainstream media.  Started with seed funds from the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting, NAATA is one of five Minority Consortia formed to provide culturally 
diverse programming for public television.  In addition to national public television broadcasts, 
NAATA's program areas include international educational and television distribution, the annual 
San Francisco International Asian American Film Festival, as well as producer support and 
funding to film and video makers. 
 
NAATA's recent presentations on PBS include ANCESTORS IN THE AMERICAS by Loni Ding, 
FIRST PERSON PLURAL by Deann Borshay Liem (presented on P.O.V.); National Emmy 
Award winner RABBIT IN THE MOON by Emiko Omori (presented on P.O.V.); and Academy 
Award winner VISAS AND VIRTUE by Chris Tashima.  For more information, please visit 
www.naatanet.org. 


