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MONTREAL, 2008

Dear Viewer,

The idea for Up the Yangtze was born in 2002, when I went on one of the

so-called Farewell cruises along the Yangtze with my parents and

grandfather. The aim of the Farewell cruise is to offer tourists the chance

to visit the area before it is flooded by the Three Gorges Dam. It’s very

surreal. Traveling from Canada to China was in itself an emotional

experience. We got off this 13-hour flight to Beijing and then took a flight

to Chongqing — the largest municipality in the world. They call it the new

Hong Kong. It’s where the cruise begins.

The whole sensory experience was overwhelming. The moment you get off

the bus, you’re surrounded by coolies carrying these heavy loads —

tourists’ luggage. So I got this idea of making a movie about tourists on

this Yangtze cruise boat — a kind of Gosford Park idea that shows the

social hierarchy, the lives above and below the decks. I realized that the

people working on the boat were all from the Yangtze area and that many

of their families were affected by the dam.

The other aspect was this sense of an apocalyptic journey — something

out of Heart of Darkness. It’s a strange landscape of chaos and decay —

like the photos of Edward Burtynsky. It’s very ghostlike along the river —

hazy and grey and difficult to see long distances. Then we visited the Ghost

City itself – Fengdu — famous in Chinese mythology as the site of the Gates

of Hell. In my mind, the Three Gorges Dam became the Gates of Hell.

There were so many metaphorical layers to explore, so I just went with this

idea of a surreal journey up the Yangtze.

Being Chinese Canadian — I grew up hearing my grandfather’s stories of

the old China — was also one of my motivations. It added a personal layer

to the project. But the story I wanted to tell was a bigger one about what’s

happening in China now.

Yung Chang

Filmmaker, Up the Yangtze
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Filmmaker Yung Chang.
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The Three Gorges Dam — a contested symbol of the Chinese

economic miracle — provides the backdrop for Up the Yangtze,

a feature-length (83 minutes) documentary on life inside the

21st-century Chinese dream. Focused on the experiences of two

teens from families who are displaced as the construction of

the dam submerges their homes, the film puts a human face on

policy debates about the benefits and costs of huge public

works projects.

The teens find work on a luxury boat that provides Yangtze River

cruises for people — mostly Westerners — who want a final

glimpse of the legendary valley that is about to be forever

transformed by the biggest hydroelectric dam in history. Their

different genders and economic circumstances provide viewers

with interesting points of comparison.

The film’s powerful narrative of contemporary China serves as

a reminder that massive development projects inevitably

produce massive social change. That makes Up the Yangtze an

effective springboard for discussing the complex challenges

facing developing nations as well as the concerns of an

interconnected world in which everyone is affected by everyone

else’s environmental choices.
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Up The Yangtze crew in front of a 156 meter flood level marker

in Qu Kou Village.

Photo courtesy of Yung Chang



The Three Gorges Dam:

BACKGROUND

The idea for a great dam on the Yangtze River was first

proposed by Sun Yat Sen in 1918. Under the Communists,

Chairman Mao publicly supported the proposal, but

construction did not actually begin until 1994. When it is

completed in 2009, the Three Gorges project will be the largest

concrete dam in the world, rising 600 feet above the valley floor

(roughly as tall as a 50-story building) and creating a 1.24-mile

span across the valley. Behind the dam will be a 350-mile-long

reservoir, holding 1.39 trillion cubic feet of water (by comparison,

Hoover Dam’s reservoir holds 1.24 trillion cubic feet).

Officials in China state that the dam will provide inexpensive

electricity, which will help meet China’s growing demand for

energy. The dam is expected to generate 18,200 megawatts of

electricity, as much as 18 nuclear power plants. In addition, the

dam is anticipated to control flooding and improve shipping

navigation, which will enhance trade and tourism.
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The Yu home is flooded by the rising Yangtze River.

Photo courtesy of Yung Chang



CONTROVERSIES

The Three Gorges Dam has been controversial both inside and

outside China because it poses risks to people, historical and

cultural heritage sites, and the environment.

More than 1 million people who lived in the area flooded by the

dam have been displaced. The government has made

substantial attempts at resettlement, but there have been

complaints of inadequate housing, unfair compensation for lost

property, lack of economic opportunity for farmers resettled in

urban areas and vulnerable pockets of poor people who have

been left to fend for themselves. On the positive side, the dam

is projected to create new economic opportunities that will help

people escape from poverty.

Archaeologists, historians and international cultural organi-

zations have criticized the dam project for its destruction of

some of China’s cultural heritage — including the ruins of

ancient settlements and historic shrines dating to the third

century — and an increased threat to as many as 1,000 archae-

ologically significant sites. The project has included some

attempts at preservation, but there is little argument that some

sites will be submerged under many feet of water, making

study and access impossible.

Arguably the most contentious aspect of the dam is its impact

on the environment. The government and other proponents

argue that the dam will benefit the environment by allowing for

flood control and by producing clean, sustainable hydroelectric

power that will reduce China’s reliance on high-polluting fossil

fuels like coal.
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The 156 meter flood level marker in Qu Kou village.
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Opponents argue that the

dam will destroy important

animal and plant habitats

and that because it is so

large, it will change regional

weather patterns, increase

erosion downriver, flood

fertile agricultural land and

change the ecosystem of the

East China Sea, into which

the river flows. The dam’s

power plant and the

increased traffic on the

reservoir could contaminate

drinking water supplies, and

the weight of the water in

the reservoir, which sits

atop two major faults, might

contribute to earthquakes.

In addition, the people

displaced from the valley

will have a significant environmental impact as they increase

the population density in the areas where they now live.

Sources:

“Chinese Dam Projects Criticized for Their Human Costs,” The New York Times

(November 19, 2007), www.nytimes.com/2007/11/19/world/asia/19dam.html;

“China’s Three Gorges Dam: An Environmental Catastrophe?”

Scientific American (March 25, 2008),

www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=chinas-three-gorges-dam-disaster;

“China’s Three Gorges: Assessing the Impact,” National Public Radio (January

2-4, 2008), www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=17785161;

“China’s Three Gorges Dam Under Fire,” Time Magazine (October 12, 2007),

www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1671000,00.html;

Encyclopedia of Earth, www.eoearth.org/article/

Three_Gorges_Dam,_China#Benefits_from_the_Three_Gorges_Project;

“Three Gorges Dam Wall Completed,” British Broadcasting Corporation

(May 20, 2006), http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/5000092.stm;

“History of the Three Gorges Project,” by the China Three Gorges Project,

http://www.ctgpc.com/.
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Cruise boat docked in Maoping near the Three Gorges Dam.
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“Cindy” Yu Shui – Sixteen years old at the time of filming, Yu Shui
is the eldest of three children. Her parents are subsistence farmers
who live along the Yangtze River, near Fengdu, the so-called Ghost
City. Displaced twice by the building of the Three Gorges Dam, the
family struggles to make a living. Sending Yu Shui to work on the
tourist boats, rather than have her continue her education, is part of
that struggle.

Yu Ting Jun – Fifty-one years old at the time of filming, Yu Ting Jun
is a subsistence farmer living on the banks of the Yangtze River in
the city of Fengdu. He was the son of a minor village official who was
labeled a counter-revolutionary because of his ties with the KMT
Nationalist Party pre-1949. Yu Ting Jun, his wife, Yang Zhibi, and
their three children have lived as illegal residents of Fengdu for
almost 10 years. Because of this status, they are not eligible for
compensation. Yu Ting Jun first began work as a porter at the
Fengdu docks. Most of his time is spent on the farm, then selling his
vegetables at the local market. He must find alternative work in the
months leading up to the flooding of his land. His estimated yearly
income is approximately US$200.

“Jerry” Chen Bo Yu – Nineteen years old at the time of the filming,
Chen Bo Yu is from a middle-class urban background. He was
raised by his grandparents in the town of Kai Xian, near the Yangtze.
As an only child, Chen Bo Yu is typical of a generation of young men
who have come of age since the implementation of China’s one-
child-only policy. Proficient in English, confident, he fits the needs of
employers — such as the Victoria Cruise line — who are seeking to
serve a largely Western clientele.

Selected People Featured in Up the Yangtze



Immediately after the film, you may want to give people a

few quiet moments to reflect on what they have seen. If the

mood seems tense, you can pose a general question and give

people some time to themselves to jot down or think about

their answers before opening the discussion.

Unless you think participants are so uncomfortable that they

can’t engage until they have had a break, don’t encourage

people to leave the room between the film and the

discussion. If you save your break for an appropriate

moment during the discussion, you won’t lose the feeling of

the film as you begin your dialogue.

One way to get a discussion going is to pose a general

question such as:

• If you could ask anyone in the film a single question,

who would you ask and what would you ask them?

• What did you learn from this film?

What insights did it provide?

• Describe a moment or scene in the film that you

found particularly disturbing, interesting, or moving.

What was it about that scene that was especially

compelling for you?
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General
• The film opens with a quote from Confucius:

“By three methods we may learn wisdom; first, by reflection,

which is noblest; second, by imitation which is easiest; and

third, by experience which is the bitterest.”

Why do you think the filmmaker opened with this quote? How

does it apply to what you saw in the film?

Getting to Know the New China
• Several of the tourists on the boat are asked about their

impressions of China. What did you learn from the film about

China? How did what you learned compare with your

impressions of China prior to viewing? Which of your prior ideas

about China were confirmed? Challenged? In your view, how

does the way a tourist gets information differ from how a

student, activist or businessperson might approach learning

about life in another country?

• What are the implicit messages in the jokes about the

Chinese turning right but with the left indicator and “the color

of a cat doesn’t matter; as long as this cat can catch rats or
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Film participants and tourists hold an Up The Yangtze banner at the

Three Gorges Dam. (left-right: Yu Shui/Cindy. Chen Bo Yu/Jerry,

Yang Zhibi, Yu Ting Jun, & river guide Campbell He Ping.)

Photo courtesy of Yung Chang



mice, it’s a good cat.” Of all the people

you see in the film, who is the most

likely to think that China is currently a

“good cat” and why? Who is least likely

to agree with that assessment and

why?

• What do you learn from Chen Bo

Yu’s experience about the benefits and

drawbacks of China’s one-child policy?

• The owner of the antique store

says, “There will always be people who

need to make sacrifices. It’s impossible

to stop the building of the Three Gorges

Dam because of my own needs. It’s the

little family helping the big family.”

Describe the attitude toward country

and community reflected in this

statement. How is it similar to and

different from your own attitude and

attitudes common in your community?

• Some Chinese see the Three

Gorges Dam as a symbol of progress:

“Our country is really strong and

prosperous now. So strong and

prosperous that it can actually stop the gigantic river.” Judging

from the experiences of the people in the film, what is China

gaining and losing in its pursuit of prosperity?

Understanding the Role of Class
• Describe the relationships that Yu Shui and Chen Bo Yu

have with their respective families. How does access to

economic resources affect the parent-child relationship?

• Early in the film Yu Shui says, “I think my family is living a

pretty good life. The downside would be that the house we’re

living in is not in very good condition. But the good side is that

we have good food. I know that many of my classmates don’t eat

as well as we do.” What do you learn from the film about the

differences between urban and rural poverty?

• Yu Shui says that her country needs educated workers, so

she wants to continue her education by attending high school,

but her family cannot afford to send her. What is the role of

education in a developing nation? What is the impact of

education when access is restricted to those who can afford it?

• The antique store owner observes, “It’s hard being a

human being, but being a commoner in China is even more

difficult. China is too hard for common people.” What do you

learn from the film about class divisions in China?
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Yu Shui watches a Victoria Cruise ship pass by

from the banks of the river in Old Fengdu.

Photo courtesy of Yung Chang



Understanding Culture:
Lessons from the Boat
• Spencer, the head of training aboard the cruise, says, “My

duty is to train these young people not only in the professional

skills, but also in the meaning of life.” What do you think Yu Shui

and Chen Bo Yu learned about the meaning of life?

• How does each of the people in the film define success

(for example, the teens, their shipmates, their trainers, their

parents, their customers and so on)? How do their visions of

success compare with your own definition? What messages

about success do Chen Bo Yu and Yu Shui learn from their

experiences on the boat?

• Why does Yu Shui need to learn how to dress “fashionably”

and put on makeup? What kinds of values are reinforced by

such requirements? Who benefits from adoption of those

values and who might be disadvantaged by them?

• How do socioeconomic class and gender influence Yu

Shui’s and Chen Bo Yu’s experiences on the cruise? Which of

the teens best fits the needs of the cruise ship and why?
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The Victoria MV Queen passing through the Wu Gorge.

Photo courtesy of Yung Chang



• Why does the cruise line give each recruit an

English name? What does this suggest about how

the boat’s managers view Americans (or other

English-speaking foreigners)? What are the

benefits and drawbacks of giving up the identity

associated with being addressed by Chinese

names?

• What lessons are the recruits learning about

Westerners from their trainers, from their own

experiences and from peers who have learned how

to get better tips? Does what they learn match

what would you want them to know? If you were in

charge of lessons about Americans/Westerners

and people from other developed nations, what

would you teach and why?

• What kinds of stereotypes do the workers on

the boat have of Westerners and/or Americans?

Where do you think these stereotypes come from?

• In your opinion, in what ways are culture and

tourism connected? What do you think is the

impact of promoting tourism in areas that are

affected by poverty? In areas that are near natural

and man-made wonders?
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The Yu family (left-right: Yu Ting-Jun, Yu Shui,

Yang Zhibi, Zhang Ying, Yu Deng Feng)

Photo courtesy of Yung Chang



• Examine major economic development projects around

the world with an eye toward making recommendations about

which kinds of projects you want your government to support.

To determine possible criteria for support, compare how

different kinds of development agencies make their decisions

(for example, the World Bank vs. a micro-loan program like

Kiva).

• Open a discussion between recent Chinese immigrants

and other people in your community. Explore differences and

similarities in cultures and expectations. What mistaken

impressions do people have of one another? Find ways to help

people correct those mistaken impressions.

• Use the lesson plan developed by the National Council on

Economic Education (available at www.econedlink.org/lessons/

index.cfm?lesson=EM347&page=teacher) to do a cost-benefit

analysis of the Three Gorges Dam project. Apply what you learn

to doing a cost-benefit analysis of a project that is closer to

where you live.

• Start a study circle or hold a teach-in about life in modern

China. Include information on the connection between

economic development in China and the health of the

economies of Western nations.

• Find ways to support organizations that offer assistance to

families affected by the Three Gorges Dam project, such as the

Yu family, featured in the film. For more information on aid

opportunities, please visit www.givemeaning.com.

© American Documentary, Inc. 14

Discussion Guide |Up the Yangtze

Taking Action

Se
as
on21

Relocation of Three Gorges migrants.

Photo courtesy of Yung Chang



FILM-RELATED WEB SITES

Original Online Content on P.O.V. Interactive
(www.pbs.org/pov)

P.O.V.’s Up the Yangtze companion website
www.pbs.org/pov/upthteyangtze

The companion website to Up the Yangtze offers exclusive

streaming video clips from the film, a podcast version of the

filmmaker interview and a wealth of additional resources,

including a Q&A with filmmaker Yung Chang, ample opportu-

nities for viewers to “talk back” and talk to each other about the

film, and the following special features:

FILMMAKER ROUNDTABLE:
TURNING THE LENS ON CHINA

Documentary filmmakers Yung Chang, Ellen Perry (Great

Wall Across the Yangtze), David Redmon (Mardi Gras: Made

in China) and independent film producer Karin Chien talk

about the challenges and rewards of filming in the ever-

changing landscape of contemporary China.

PHOTO GALLERY: THE YANGTZE IN BLACK ANDWHITE

Photographer Linda Butler's stunning black and white

images of the Yangtze river, and the people living along

side it, offer a new perspective on the fabled river.

Film Related Links

UP THE YANGTZE FILMMAKER’S WEBSITE

www.UptheYangtze.com

The filmmaker’s website for the film includes excellent

background resources on China and the Three Gorges Dam as

well an interview with filmmaker Yung Chang about the making

of the film and his relationship with the featured families.

INDIEWIRE: UP THE YANGTZE DIRECTOR YUNG CHANG

www.indiewire.com/people/2008/01/park_city_08_in_12.html

Filmmaker Yung Chang talks about his filmmaking background

and his approach to making Up the Yangtze during the 2008

Sundance Film Festival, where the film screened. (January 11,

2008)

The Three Gorges Dam Project

THE THREE GORGES PROJECT

www.ctgpc.com

The official English-language website for the Three Gorges

Dam provides photo galleries, articles and a positive take on the

dam project.

EMBASSY OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: THE THREE GORGES PROJECT

www.china-embassy.org/eng

This page, located on the website of the U.S. embassy of the

People’s Republic of China, offers a government timeline of the

Three Gorges Project’s long history.
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What’s Your P.O.V.?
P.O.V.’s online Talking Back Tapestry is a colorful,
interactive representation of your feelings about
Up the Yangtze .
Listen to other P.O.V. viewers talk about the film
and add your thoughts by calling 1-800-688-4768.
www.pbs.org/pov/talkingback.html

http://www.pbs.org/pov/talkingback.html


RISE OF THE THREE GORGES DAM ANIMATION

http://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov

The Three Gorges Dam is one of the only man-made structures

visible to the naked eye from space; these NASA animations

show the placement and history of the dam through satellite

images and computer re creations.

CHINA DAILY: “TOURIST ARRIVALS TO THREE GORGES DAM

HIT RECORD HIGH” (JANUARY 6, 2008)

www.chinadaily.com.cn/china

Despite the fact that the main motivation behind the Three

Gorges Dam is hydropower, many tourists have flocked to see

what is now the largest man-made structure on Earth.

INTERNATIONAL RIVERS: THREE GORGES DAM

www.internationalrivers.org

The International Rivers organization has been one of the most

outspoken international voices against the Three Gorges Dam.

Here, on its dedicated web page, the organization makes its

case and offers information about the downsides of the project.

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN: “CHINA’S THREE GORGES DAM:

AN ENVIRONMENTAL CATASTROPHE?” (MARCH 25, 2008)

www.sciam.com

The Three Gorges Dam has the potential to become one of

China’s biggest environmental nightmares. This article gives an

overview of the environmental problems with the dam and the

Chinese government’s response.

BBC: “THREE GORGES DAM’S SOCIAL IMPACT”

(MAY 20, 2006)

http://news.bbc.co.uk

The opposition to the Three Gorges Dam is not merely based on

environmental grounds. Many claim that the social costs of the

monumental process will prove too great. This BBC article

examines the effect of the dam on the lives of those who

surround it.

THE NEW YORK TIMES: “ROUNDTABLE WITH DAI QING:

CHOKING ON GROWTH” (NOVEMBER 21, 2007)

http://china.blogs.nytimes.com

In this roundtable discussion on China’s economic growth,

longtime Three Gorges activist Dai Qing gives an insider’s

perspective of the problems with the project.

Articles About China / Chinese Culture

ASIA SOCIETY: ASKASIA.ORG

www.askasia.org

A project of the Asia Society, AskAsia.org is an educational

online resource that explores critical questions about Asia and

global themes. This site provides resources for students on

contemporary China, including geographic information,

interviews with people working in China and perspectives from

young people.

TIME: “CHINA’S THREE GORGES DAM UNDER FIRE”

(OCTOBER 12, 2007)

www.time.com

Many of China’s leaders stayed quiet about the controversies

over the Three Gorges Dam until now. This article examines the

findings of scientists who have investigated the environmental

impact of the dam and the political troubles that the dam faces.

FORTUNE: “LITTLE EMPERORS” (OCTOBER 4, 2004)

http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune

China’s rising affluence and “one-child” policy has resulted in a

generation of single children, like Chen Bo Yu (Jerry), who enjoy

many opportunities — and endure many stresses — that their

parents did not. This article examines the generation of Chinese

who are known as “little emperors.”
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NPR and PBS

NPR

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: CHINA

www.npr.org/templates/story/
story.php?storyId=90408961

This page on NPR's website aggregates all

of the news organizations stories about

China, including stories about environment,

diplomacy, culture and economy.

TALK OF THE NATION: UP THE YANGTZE:

A DIRECTOR'S TAKE ON THE THREE

GORGES DAM

www.npr.org

Filmmaker Yung Chang talks about his

documentary Up The Yangtze, in which he

rides a luxury cruise liner up the famed

river in China and tells the story of two teenagers, a spoiled boy

from a middle class family and a timid teenage girl whose

family lives in a riverside shanty, and how they navigate the

changes being made by the construction of the Three Gorges

Dam. (June 18, 2008)

CHINA AND THE WORLD

www.npr.org

Anyone reading the headlines these days can see that China's

influence is being felt worldwide. Some media refer to this as

China's rise, while Chinese people see it as their country's

rightful return to the dominant position it held in Asia for much

of the last 2,000 years. Here, a look at China's evolving role in

the world. (March 31, 2008)

THE THREE GORGES RESERVOIR: A SERIES OVERVIEW

www.npr.org

In this three-part NPR special on the Three Gorges Dam, the

environmental, social and historical effects of the project are

discussed as those effected by the changes are interviewed.

(January 2, 2008)

GOING IT ALONE DOWNSTREAM TO CHINA'S THREE GORGES

www.npr.org

Anthony Kuhn, NPR's China correspondent, writes about his

experiences traveling through and reporting on the Three

Gorges Dam. (January 2, 2008)

TALK OF THE NATION:

THE NEW CHINA- OPPORTUNITY OR THREAT?

www.npr.org

This NPR Roundtable discussion considers author Clyde

Prestowitz stark argument about the decline of American

hegemony and the rise of China as a single economic

superpower. (July 21, 2005)
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Chongqing city at night.

Photo courtesy of Yung Chang



PBS

CHINA FROM THE INSIDE

www.pbs.org/kqed/chinainside

Although China is in the news more than ever, it remains

mysterious to many Americans. PBS's China From the Inside

series hopes to present and examine the past and present

ofChina with a thoughtful, critical eye. The website for the

series includes an interactive map (/www.pbs.org/kqed/

chinainside/soundmap/index.html) that features sights and

sounds from across China. (January 2007)

GREAT WALL ACROSS THE YANGTZE

www.pbs.org/itvs/greatwall

This PBS film explores the hopes for and impacts of the Three

Gorges Dam, using illegal footage and interviews with experts

from across the globe. Learn more about the dam project and

the Yangtze at the website for the film. (2000)

ONLINE NEWSHOUR: PAUL SOLMAN REPORTS:

CHINA ON THE RISE

www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/asia/china

NewsHour Correspondent Paul Solman traveled to China in the

summer of 2005 to produce a seven-part series on the Asian

nation's rise as a global economic contender and America's

anxiety that China will overtake the United States as a

superpower in the 21st century. (October 2005)

NEWSHOUR EXTRA: CHINA OPENS WORLD'S LARGEST DAM?

www.pbs.org/newshour

Hoping for increased trade and a solution to years of flooding,

China this week opened the Three Gorges Dam, a $24 billion

project that has led to criticism over the displacement of more

than one million residents. (June 18, 2003)

ONLINE NEWSHOUR: BIG DIG

www.pbs.org/newshour

Hoping for increased trade and a solution to years of flooding,

China this week opened the Three Gorges Dam, a $24 billion

project that has led to criticism over the displacement of more

than one million residents. (October 8, 1997)
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To order Up the Yangtze, go to www.zeitgeistfilms.com

The See it On PBS logo is a trademark of the Public Broadcasting Service and is used with permission. All rights reserved.

Produced by American Documentary, Inc. and
entering its 21st season on PBS, the award-
winning P.O.V. series is the longest-running series

on television to feature the work of America’s best contemporary-issue
independent filmmakers. Airing Tuesdays at 10 p.m., June through
October, with primetime specials during the year, P.O.V. has brought
more than 250 award-winning documentaries to millions nationwide
and now has a Webby Award–winning online series, P.O.V.’s Borders.
Since 1988, P.O.V. has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach
using independent nonfiction media to build new communities in
conversation around today’s most pressing social issues. More
information about P.O.V. is available online at www.pbs.org/pov.

Major funding for P.O.V. is provided by PBS, The John D. and Catherine
T. MacArthur Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, The
Educational Foundation of America, The Fledgling Fund, New York City
Department of Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts,
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, The September 11th Fund, and
public television viewers. Funding for P.O.V.'s Diverse Voices Project is
provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. P.O.V. is presented
by a consortium of public television stations, including KCET Los
Angeles, WGBH Boston and Thirteen/WNET New York.

P.O.V. Community Engagement and Education

P.O.V. provides Discussion Guides for all films as well as curriculum-
based P.O.V. Lesson Plans for select films to promote the use of
independent media among varied constituencies. Available free online,
these originally produced materials ensure the ongoing use of P.O.V.’s
documentaries with educators, community workers, opinion leaders,
and general audiences nationally. P.O.V. also works closely with local
public-television stations to partner with local museums, libraries,
schools, and community-based organizations to raise awareness of the
issues in P.O.V.’s films.

P.O.V. Interactive

www.pbs.org/pov

P.O.V.’s award-winning Web department produces a Web-only
showcase for interactive storytelling, P.O.V.’s Borders. It also produces
a website for every P.O.V. presentation, extending the life of P.O.V. films
through community-based and educational applications, focusing on
involving viewers in activities, information and feedback on the issues.
In addition, www.pbs.org/pov houses our unique Talking Back feature,
filmmaker interviews, viewer resources and information on the P.O.V.
archives as well as myriad special sites for previous P.O.V. broadcasts.

American Documentary, Inc.

www.americandocumentary.org

American Documentary, Inc. (AmDoc) is a multimedia company
dedicated to creating, identifying and presenting contemporary stories
that express opinions and perspectives rarely featured in mainstream-
media outlets. AmDoc is a catalyst for public culture, developing
collaborative strategic-engagement activities around socially relevant
content on television, online and in community settings. These activities
are designed to trigger action, from dialogue and feedback to
educational opportunities and community participation.

Front cover: Tourists on sampans in the Lesser Three Gorges.
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How to Buy the Film

http://www.americandocumentary.org
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